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Round Table I: "Enhancement of cooperation in judiciary reforms: mutual assistance, sharing experiences and best practices"

Thank you Minister Lovrin.

Allow me to add a few words. I would like to stress that Croatia, as a candidate country for the EU membership, fosters cooperation and exchange of experience with police services and ministries of home affairs of the SEECP participating states. We believe that this is the best way to faster achieve our common goal to fully establish the rule of law in this part of Europe while applying the European Union standards.

Thank you.

…..

Round Table II: "Enhancement of cooperation in the fight against corruption: national legislation and strategies, mutual support, proposals"

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Colleagues,

I would first like to reiterate my warmest welcome and to wish you every success in your work within the Second Round Table "Enhancement of cooperation in the fight against corruption: national legislation and strategies, mutual support, proposals."

An inevitable and major part of the application of the rule of law in South Eastern Europe is precisely the fight against corruption and all forms of organized crime.

Due to a geographic position particularly susceptible to trafficking in human beings and to activities related to organized crime, the fight against organized crime is a very complex and demanding task and one of the most important issues whose solutions govern the comprehensive progress of our countries and the achievement of our European ambitions. In this context, a special focus is on the need to strengthen institutions, implement reforms, regional cooperation and cooperation with the European Union institutions.

South Eastern Europe has been confirming its full commitment to adopting the EU standards in the area of justice and home affairs in our desire to build and strengthen the area of freedom, security and justice. Strengthening the rule of law, implementing judicial reforms and combating corruption in a systematic manner form an integral part of European perspective of South Eastern Europe.

The cooperation of SEECP countries in the area of home affairs, especially our ever more effective police cooperation, is an important prerequisite for countering all forms of cross-border crime, which uses the so-called "Balkan route" through Southeast of Europe to traffic in human beings, smuggle arms, drugs, stolen vehicles and various high-tariff and other goods.

Criminals wish to launder dirty money and use it for legal purposes, which restrains economic recovery and development, gives rise to corruption and violates fundamental human rights of citizens. All of this slows down the democratic process, having an impact on internal security and stability of the states involved.

Effective international police cooperation is one of major instruments in the fight against international organized crime. The Croatian Ministry of the Interior successfully cooperates with its colleagues within various frameworks: Interpol, OSCE, SECI, SPOC, Stability Pact, as well as through a number of bilateral Police Cooperation Agreements and the Operational and Strategic Agreement with Europol.

The strengthening of our cooperation in combating all forms of organized crime is best illustrated by a number of successful operations conducted in cooperation with the neighboring and SEECP countries. To name but a few: the Kalnik and Euro operations resulting in the confiscation of significant quantities of drugs and forged banknotes respectively; the Trigger operation ending in detection of an illegal factory of the most modern weapons and the recent operation dubbed Route, which cut off a number of major human smuggling channels.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Croatian Ministry of the Interior is strongly committed to combat corruption crimes. In accordance with obligations ensuing from the National Anti-Corruption Program 2006-2008, the reorganization of the RC MoI is underway, which will enhance the human resources and the institutional framework in the General Police Directorate and Police Administrations to combat corruption. Also, a systematic training of police officers is ongoing aiming at detection of corruption crimes, as is the coordination of implementation of Council of Europe conventions against corruption and the UN Convention against corruption, while taking an active part in European and regional institutions, such as Stability Pact, GRECO, SPAI, SPOC, PACO.

The strategic documents of the Republic of Croatia define concrete measures and procedures for building of modern police and approximation of border security with the European standards and best practices.

Pursuant to the Program Guidelines for the period 2004-2007, the RC MoI has made adjustments in home affairs to fulfill certain benchmarks. Now our hope is for the accession negations for Chapter 24 - Justice, Freedom and Security - to be opened soon, and we are convinced, to be closed successfully as well. We have had great support of the international community through successful CARDS Projects. In this respect, a special thank you goes to the European Commission for their great assistance and excellent cooperation.

Crucial elements brought in by the Republic of Croatia and its Ministry of the Interior relating to the building and development of the border police in line with the European standards and the world's best practices are as follows:

- Border Police Development Strategy has been adopted with a view to achieve Schengen standards in border management, to define and develop a new concept for border police human resources organization and management, minimum standards for border police equipping, to define a border police training program etc.

- Integrated Border Management Strategy defines strategic guidelines referring to integrated management of Croatian borders and provides instructions for work of all competent services at the border: Border Police, Customs, phytosanitary, veterinary and sanitary inspection and the State Inspectorate. It also contains provisions on asylum, migration and visas.

- Schengen Action Plan 2007-2012 lays down concrete activities concerning the alignment of the Croatian legislation with the European acquis communautaire and the building of institutional capacities of relevant services.

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

The membership in the EU is a common goal and a crucial instrument in establishing peace, stability, prosperity and understanding in this region. The achievement of this goal calls for both individual efforts and regional cooperation and coordination. I would like to stress the exceptionally valuable role that the Stability Pact has played here, together with its Third Round Table on strengthening regional cooperation and fostering the European Union standards in South Eastern Europe, especially in the area of justice and home affairs. I believe we all agree that the process establishing regional cooperation would have been far slower and more difficult had it not been for the Stability Pact.

Due to major breakthroughs made by South Eastern Europe in strengthening peace, security, stability, democracy, as well as in achieving Euro-Atlantic aspirations, the Stability Pact has successfully fulfilled its function and may now complete the process of developing into the Regional Cooperation Council. I believe that the Regional Cooperation Council will be as effective in the area of justice and home affairs.

It is a pleasure to say that the SEECP states have been strongly committed to strengthen regional ownership and cooperation in the fight against corruption, police cooperation, asylum, and organized crime. A number of initiatives launched by the Stability Pact, such as SPOC, SPAI, MARRI and others have already made first steps toward full regional ownership, which we will strengthen further by assuming greater responsibility for them. For instance, Croatia will soon take the chair of the Migration, Asylum and Refugees Regional Initiative. Within this Initiative as well, we hope to further strengthen the cooperation with a view to expand the European standards in the fight against illegal migration, human trafficking and asylum issues. Croatia has made substantial progress in terms of alignment of its rules and regulations with those of the EU and is as willing as ever to share its experiences in common interest of our European security.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to conclude by voicing my firm conviction that the cooperation between the SEECP countries will continue to this end in the following period and that it will contribute to strengthening our capacities for the fight against international crime in South Eastern Europe.

Thank you for your attention.

I now give the floor to Minister Lovrin.

