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1. We, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Beipating States to the South East European
Cooperation Process: Mr Besnik Mustafaj, Mr Svekafdj, Ms Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovj

Mr Antonio MiloSoski, Mr Andrei Stratan, Mr Mihai-®van Ungureanu, Mr Vuk DraSkdayi
Minister of State Mr Bgr Atalay and Deputy Ministers for Foreign AffaiMdr Lyubomir
Kyuchukov and Mr Yannis Valinakis, met in Zagreb2March 2007 in order to continue the
discussions on the future architecture of the megicooperation in South Eastern Europe as
well as recent developments in the region.

2. We warmly welcomed the participation of Mr Vladi Radulové, Secretary General of

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Marc Perrin DBrichambaut, Secretary General of the
OSCE, Mr Joachim Ricker, Special RepresentativihedlUN Secretary General in Kosovo,
Ms Emily Haber, Special Envoy for Southeast Europerman EU Presidency, Mr Jan
Truszczynski, Deputy Director General for Enlargatria the European Commission and Mr
Michael Mozur, Deputy Special Co-ordinator of thalslity Pact for SEE, who attended the
meeting as Special Invitees of the Croatian Chaishg-in-Office.

3. We assessed with satisfaction a number of pesitevelopments in South Eastern Europe
in the course of the last year in terms of conswind) stability, prosperity, good neighbourly
relations, regional cooperation and integratiom iBuropean and Euro-Atlantic institutions.
South Eastern Europe is growing into an area ofaecdd cooperation, in line with the
common European vision. We commended the demoquaticesses especially reflected in
recent elections in the region.

4. We reaffirmed the vital importance of stabilisgrengthening of democratic institutions and
EU and Euro-Atlantic policy in the region as weagugised also that remaining challenges in
reaching durable security and stability architestwill call for further strengthening the
partnership with the international community.



5. We underlined the importance of the EU enlargeni@ South Eastern Europe as a key
motivation to stability, security, prosperity angitther enhancement of regional cooperation
and good neighbourly relations. We stressed theoiitapce of finding mutually acceptable
solutions on outstanding issues with neighbourirmyuntries. We acknowledged with
satisfaction that the area of South Eastern Euiepgemly set on its path to the European
Union, with a view to building the EU South East&pean Dimension.

6. In this respect, we welcomed that two of the SERParticipating States recently became
EU Member States. We commended the accession aggo$ of the EU candidates and

expressed hope that criteria and requirementsbeilfulfilled for the accession negotiations

with the remaining EU candidate to commente welcomed the signing of one Stabilisation
and Association Agreement and believe that the advesrogress in the reforms and

cooperation with international institutions will y@& the way for the resumption and

conclusion of other Stabilisation and Associatiogréements. We also reaffirmed that each
country’s progress towards the EU continues to depa their individual merits.

7. We also emphasized the importance of the Europegghbourhood Policy, consolidating
an area of prosperity, stability and security, dase human rights, democracy and the rule of
law.

8. We welcomed the intention expressed at the NARIga Summit to extend invitations at
the forthcoming Summit in 2008 to those SEECP atemithat meet NATO’s performance
based standards and are able to contribute to uh®Alantic security and stability. Such a
decision would enhance the security dimension amdribution of the SEECP area in the
broader Transatlantic security environment. We algglcomed the extensions of the
Partnership-for-Peace Programme, as a motivatimgprfafor continuing reforms, while
further positive developments were encouraged @& rdgion on the path towards Euro-
Atlantic integration.

9. We stressed the importance of preserving armegtinening regional stability. Expressing
full support to the process led by the United Nadi®Gecretary General Special Envoy M.
Ahtisaari, we evaluated carefully the political dmpments within the international
community after the presentation of his proposale[ have evaluated in this light
developments related to the Kosovo status, havingnind the UNSCR 1244, the Guiding
Principles of the Contact Group, the relevant miwis of the SEECP Charter, the
comprehensive proposal by the UN Secretary Gese&pecial Envoy Marti Ahtisaari and
the ongoing process, recognising that a negotiatdation in a spirit of compromise is an
important component for the overall stability atebture in South Eastern Europe. We
underlined our highest interest to ensure the ¢ohed the international community at this
decisive stage, as well as the importance of tldormement process in the UN Security
Council.] We have also carefully and with full attention qeved the positions expressed
and presented by the parties concerned. We strargphasized the importance of Kosovo
being a democratic, multi-ethnic society basednanrtle of law. We continue to advocate the
need for measured, balanced and persistent apprsaacke agreed upon the value of a
compromise solution, in the interest of both sided the region as a whole. We also continue
to call for dialogue, responsibility, solidarity dartooperation, reiterating that the EU and

" One Participating State expressed reservatidmetteixt in brackets.



Euro-Atlantic perspective is the best motivationd almamework for the solution. We
expressed particular interest that the statuselptocess in all aspects serves to the durable
stability, security and cooperation in South Eastéurope. We assessed the contribution so
far of the SEECP to the process and underlineduiefulness of consultations with the
Contact Group which reflected the voice of the magfAthens, 5 April 2006 and Sofia, 11
September 2006). We agreed on the necessity ofincamj, on a regular basis, those
consultations with the Contact Group. We confirmeadiness of the SEECP to continue to
play a significant role in this process and to bestructively engaged.

10. We underlined that economic and social devetspgmenhancement of trade and
investments, substantial improvement of the rediom@mastructure and prosperity of our
peoples are our permanent goals, high on the agdrala governments.

11. We underlined the significance of the new CERZDA6, signed on 19 December 2006 in
Bucharest, as a major breakthrough in the libextiie and facilitation of trade in South
Eastern Europe and stressed the importance ohilg etification and entry into force. The
CEFTA 2006 is highly important for the trade in @uea but also for the overall development
and opening of our economies to the competitivdlehges of broader European and world
markets.

12. We reiterated our commitment to strengthenhegléadership role of the SEECP in the
future of regional cooperation in South Easternolgar In recognition of the successful work
of the Stability Pact and building on its legaayorder to assist the SEECP in implementing
political guidelines for future regional cooperatiactivities, a Regional Cooperation Council
(RCC) will be established. This step will ensur@towued strong and effective coordination

of regional cooperation through the common effaofsthe SEECP, the EC and the

international community. Close cooperation in diefirthe new institutional set-up among the
major stakeholders is of vital importance.

13. We upheld the achievements of the Institutioakking Group, which, under the joint
coordination of the Croatian SEECP Chairmanshi@{fice and the Stability Pact, prepared
the basic elements concerning the terms of referand structure of the RCC, appointment
procedure and mandate of the RCC Secretary Geseraéll as designation procedure for the
Seat of the RCC Secretariat.

14. We underlined the importance of the princigled objectives enshrined in the Charter on
Good Neighbourly Relations, Stability, Security a@doperation in South Eastern Europe,
which significantly contributed to the promotion sthbility and security in our region. Also,
we agreed on the necessary amendment of the Chautigke account of the creation of the
RCC. In this regard, we commended the work ofGbenmittee of the Political Directors and
request it to finish its work with the aim to hatieal decisions and endorsement by
Ministerial Meeting and the Summit on May 10 - 2007.

15. We reconfirmed that at our next meeting, wel wake the final decisions on the
appointment of the first Secretary General and dbsignation of the Seat of the RCC
Secretariat taking into account the endorsemerthéy Stability Pact Regional Table. These
decisions would then be approved by the Heads atieSind Government of the SEECP
Participating States at their meeting on 11 May72d0Zagreb. To this effect, we decided to
open the procedure for the designation of the &eidite RCC Secretariat and the appointment



of the first Secretary General of the RCC and dalipon all Participating States to submit to
the Chair-in-Office their respective candidatures.that end we adoptdte Decision on the
Procedure for the Appointment of the first Secretary General of the RCC andthe Decision on
the Procedure for the Designation of the Seat of the Regional Cooperation Council
Secretariat.

16. We took note of the scheduled activities whith Croatian Chairmanship-in-Office is
going to organise prior to the May Summit, nam&gional Energy Conference on 2 - 3
April, Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Home &ifs on 12 - 13 April, and Meeting of the
Speakers of the Parliaments on 15 - 16 April.

17. We welcomed the request of the Republic of Moegro to join the SEECP and
expressed satisfaction that it will become the exéty SEECP Participating State following
the approval of the Heads of State and Governntghedvlay Summit in Zagreb.

18. We took note of the proposal of the RepublicMifldova to take over the SEECP
Chairmanship-in-Office from the Republic of Bulgam 2008.

19. We thanked the Croatian SEECP ChairmanshipfiiceXor the excellent organisation of
this Meeting.



